3T. MARK'S SECONDARY SCHOOL MBABANE

HAMLET

by Williom Shokespeare

WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY - FRIDAY
15th L&th 17th APRIL, 1870,

L=

¥
£
1



JOIN THE HAPPY PEOPLE

WHO SHOP AT

JOIN THE HAPPY PEOPLE

WHO SHOP AT

{(PTY, LTD.

AFRICAN CITY BOTTLE
STORE

UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT OF V. F. JENNER

ALWAYS AVAILABLE

SOUTH AFRICAN AND IMPORTED
WINES, SPIRITS AND LIQUEURS
AND

ALL BRANDS OF BEERS AND STOUT

ALLISTER MILLER STR
MBAR ANE

Phone 2377 PO. Box 556



ST. MARK'S SECONDARY SCHOOL

presents

HAMLET
by Williom Shakespeare

. A

HORATIO - 1. Gillespie LAERTES - D. Lewamne.

PHOTDOGR APHS - Harmon Cusack .



The play is set in strife-tom Denmark, probably about 1550. Young Hamlet
is still lamenting his father’s death when the Ghost of his father, Old Hamlet, the ex-
king. appears 1o tell him what he had already suspected, namely that Old Hamlet's death
had not been accidental.

Here we have our first problem. The Ghost cannot be simply a vision, as in
Macheth. for the Ghost of Hamlet speaks, and compels voung Hamlet to swear the oath
of vengeance upon which the whole play resis. Clearly our Ghost has w have some
substance. without changing his fundamental ghostliness - if you see what | mean. From
here the story should unfold itself.

Hamlet is a weak young man. quite unfitted for the task of avenging the
foul murder of his father. His diffidence and procrastination are responsible for the
death of more and more innocent people as the play proceeds. Most people, | think, at
least pay lip service to this view of Hamlet, but very few seem prepared to portray Ham-
let in this fashion on the stage. Much more often we sce Hamlet on stage as a bellowing
strongman, dominating the other characters.

Hamlet himself speaks some 304 of the total lines in the play and so it is
difficult to subdue him as a character 10 the extent where he is dominated by the other

characters, and, more important, by events, in the play. This is what we have tried to do.

For the rest we have tried to strike a balance between the drama of the
gitnation and the poetry of the author. We have conflined movement o the essential and
persuaded our actors, where possible, 10 speak 1o the audience rather than to each other.

We hope you will enjoy this presentation of Hamlet.
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

Act |
ECENE 1: Elsinore Castle - The Battlements at night.
SCENE 2: Elsinore Castle - The Council Chamber next day.
SCENE 3: Elsinore - A room in Polonius' house - same day.
SCENE 4:  The Battlementis - that night.

INTERVAL OF 15 MINUTES

ACT I
SCENE 1: A room in Polonius' house some weeks later.
SCENE 2:  The Council Chamber - the same day.
SCENE 3: The Queen's Apartment - that evening.
SCENE 4: The Council Chamber - later that evening.
SCENE 5 A Plain in Denmark - the next day.

INTERVAL OF 15 MINUT ES

ACT I

SCENE 1: The Council Chamber - some months later.

SCENE 2: A Churchyard - the next day.

SCENE 3 The Council Chamber - thal evening.
Act Il is as long as Acts | & Il put together and the three Acts may be
entitled ‘Introduction, Body, Finale’. The subdivision into acts and
scenes is our own, not Shakespeare’s. We hope that the long and almosi
contimuous Aet I will serve to eliminate the *bittiness’ caused by a too
slavish following of modern texts.
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BEHIND THE SCENES

SET BUILDIMNG:
assisted by:

LIGHTS:

SOUND EFFECTS:
FRONT OF HIUSE:
BLUSINESS MANAGER:
PROMPT:

MAKE-UP:

COSTUMES:

PROPERTIES:

Mr. J. Budd and Mr. 1. Cullen

H. Cusack: D. Conn; D. Heenan, L. Masien,

W. Long; C. Bradfield; 1. Cusack.

Mr. R. Davis; assisted by P. Godden and W.Long .
Harmon Cusack.

Jill Bennett

Mrs. C. Poulsom

Karen Bradheld.

Mrs. J. Cullen assisted by J. Ogle; A, Barnctt,
D. Barnett; B.Smith; 5. Bunn; M. Clapp.

Mrs. Martin: Mrs. Park; Mrs. Masson; Mrs. Wail,
Mrs. Roberts: Mrs. Huarst; Denise Humphrey s,
Penny Seago; Yda Gibbon; Vera van de Beeck,
Kathryn Glen.

Elizabeth Hynd; Myfanwy Williams

Our thanks o JACKIE OGLE for collecting and collating the information
for this programme,



SPECTALI!!

We owe a special word of thanks io Mrs. Bertram for her advice and
gupervision with the costumes.

Also to Mr. R. Davis for his help and advice with the lights.

A special thank vou, too, to Mr. 8. Dvk who very kindly tutored Hamlet
and Laertes in fencing. And a thank vou to Mr. 5. Bowden for making the
Armonr.

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS

August 10th - 12th:
"THE HAPPIEST DAYS OF YOUR LIFE'
A comedy to be produced by Bill Marshall

December 8th:

‘INTER-HOUSE ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL®
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